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Hydromodification - Modification of hydrologic pathways (precipitation, surface runoff, infiltration, 

groundwater flow, return flow, surface-water storage, groundwater storage, evaporation and transpiration) 

that results in negative impacts to watershed health and functions. 
 

Illicit Discharge - Any discharge to a municipal separate storm sewer (storm drain) system (MS4) that is 

prohibited under local, state, or federal statutes, ordinances, codes, or regulations. The term illicit discharge 

includes all non-storm water discharges not composed entirely of storm water and discharges that are 

identified under the Discharge Prohibitions section of this General Permit. The term illicit discharge does not 

include discharges that are regulated by an NPDES permit (other than the NPDES permit for discharges from 

the MS4). 
 

Impervious Surface - A surface covering or pavement of a developed parcel of land that prevents the land's 

natural ability to absorb and infiltrate rainfall/storm water. Impervious surfaces include, but are not limited 

to; roof tops, walkways, patios, driveways, parking lots, storage areas, impervious concrete and asphalt, and 

any other continuous watertight pavement or covering. Landscaped soil and pervious pavement, including 

pavers with pervious openings and seams, underlain with pervious soil or pervious storage material, such as 

a gravel layer sufficient to hold the specified volume of rainfall runoff are not impervious surfaces. 
 

Linear Underground/Overhead Projects (LUPs) - Include, but are not limited to, any conveyance, pipe, or 

pipeline for the transportation of any gaseous, liquid (including water and wastewater for domestic municipal 

services), liquescent, or slurry substance; any cable line or wire for the transmission of electrical energy; any 

cable line or wire for communications (e.g., telephone, telegraph, radio, or television messages); and 

associated ancillary facilities. Construction activities associated with LUPs include, but are not limited to, (a) 

those activities necessary for  the installation of underground and overhead linear facilities (e.g., conduits, 

substructures, pipelines, towers, poles, cables, wires, connectors, switching, regulating and transforming 

equipment, and associated ancillary facilities); and include, but are not limited to, (b) underground utility 

mark-out, potholing, concrete and asphalt cutting and removal, trenching, excavation, boring and drilling, 

access road and pole/tower pad and cable/wire pull station, substation construction, substructure 

installation, construction of tower footings and/or foundations, pole and tower installations, pipeline 

installations, welding, concrete and/ or pavement repair or replacement, and stockpile/borrow locations. 
 

Low Impact Development – A sustainable practice that benefits water supply and  contributes to water 

quality protection. Unlike traditional storm water management, which collects and conveys storm water 

runoff through storm drains, pipes, or other conveyances to a centralized storm water facility, Low 

Impact Development (LID) takes a different approach by using site design and storm water management 

to maintain the site’s pre-development runoff rates and volumes. The goal of LID is to mimic a site’s 

predevelopment hydrology by using design techniques that infiltrate, filter, store, evaporate, and detain 

runoff close to the source of rainfall. LID has been a proven approach in other parts of the country and is 

seen in California as an alternative to conventional storm water management. 
 

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) - The regulatory definition of an MS4 (40 CFR 

122.26(b)(8)) is "a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal 

streets, catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels, or storm drains): (i) Owned or operated by 

a state, city, town, borough, county, parish, district, association, or other public body (created to or pursuant 

to state law) including special districts under state law such as a sewer district, flood control district or 

drainage district, or similar entity, or an Indian tribe or an authorized Indian tribal organization, or a 

designated and approved management agency under section 208 of the Clean Water Act that discharges into 

waters of the United States. (ii) Designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water; 

(iii) Which is not a combined sewer; and (iv) Which is not part of a Publicly Owned Treatment Works 

(POTW) as defined at 40 CFR 122.2." 
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National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) - A national program for issuing, modifying, 

revoking and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and enforcing permits, and imposing and enforcing 

pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402, 318, and 405 of the CWA. 
 

New Development - New Development means land disturbing activities; structural development, including 

construction or installation of a building or structure, creation of impervious surfaces; and land subdivision on 

an area that has not been previously developed. 
 

Pervious Pavement - Pavement that stores and infiltrates rainfall at a rate that exceeds 

conventional pavement. 
 

Pollutant - Dredged spoil, solid waste, incinerator residue, filter backwash, sewage, garbage, sewage sludge, 

munitions, chemical wastes, biological materials, radioactive materials (except those regulated under the 

Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.)), heat, wrecked or discarded equipment, 

rock, sand, cellar dirt and industrial, municipal, and agricultural waste discharged into water. 
 

Receiving Water – Surface water that receives regulated and unregulated discharges from activities on 

land 
 

Redevelopment - Land-disturbing activity that results in the creation, addition, or replacement of exterior 

impervious surface area on a site on which some past development has occurred. Redevelopment does not 

include trenching, excavation and resurfacing associated with LUPs; pavement grinding and resurfacing of 

existing roadways; construction of new sidewalks, pedestrian ramps, or bike lanes on existing roadways; or 

routine replacement of damaged pavement such as pothole repair or replacement of short, non-contiguous 

sections of roadway. 
 

Regulated Project – Refers to projects subject to the new and redevelopment standards in Section E.11; all 

projects (excluding single family homes) that create and/or replace 5,000 sq. ft. or more of impervious surface 

 

Single-family Home Project - The building of one single new house or the addition and/or replacement of 

impervious surface associated with one single existing house, which is not part of a larger plan of 

development. 
 

Source Control - Land use or site planning practices, or structural or nonstructural measures, that aim to 

prevent runoff pollution by reducing the potential for contact with rainfall runoff at the source of pollution. 

Source control BMPs minimize the contact between pollutants and urban runoff. 
 

Storm Drain System - The basic infrastructure in a municipal separate storm sewer system that collects 

and conveys storm water runoff to a treatment facility or receiving water body. 
 

Storm Water – Storm water is generated when precipitation from rain and snowmelt events flows over land 

or impervious surfaces and does not percolate into the ground. As storm water flows over the land or 

impervious surfaces, it accumulates debris, chemicals, sediment or other pollutants that could adversely 

affect water quality if the storm water is discharged untreated. 

 


